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MUSIC THROUGH THE DECADE: 1961 
 
[Let there be drums (Sandy Nelson) –use as background music] 
 
Record deals were signed and the cats were enjoying the mighty 
jungle. Baby, baby, 1961 did something to us.  
 
Take a trip down the rabbit hole to the year where surf splashed into 
America’s heart and the Motown Sound made its way up the charts. 
You’re listening to XYZ. Tune in and turn on for this TRIP OF LOVE. 
 
We welcomed this first song with a warm embrace. Where The Boys 
Are originally debuted as the title songs for the movie with the same 
name.  
 
Lyricist Howard Greenfield was less than jazzed when he was 
introduced to this project. Unsure of how to make a song out of those 
four words, he ended up creating a tune that would be a hit in 15 
countries.  
 
Connie Francis originally recorded this song in English as well as 6 
other languages. Sit back and enjoy Francis’ signature. 
 
00:00- 00:58 [https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zrjz22PLv3k] 
 
Bobby Lewis had us up all night while his single pushed the charts for 
23 weeks. Tossin’ and Turnin’, written by Ritchie Adams and Malou 
Rene, was one of six songs in this decade to spend 7 weeks as 
number one on the Billboard Hot 100.   
 
You tuners might have noticed that the original single started with “I 
couldn’t sleep at all last night.” A prelude and a musical cue into the 
first verse were added to many releases following its original 
recording. Here’s the song that you won’t be able to get out of your 
mind. 
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00:00 - 00:54 
[https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gRe9WS2Ag_c] 
 
Man, the simpler times; positive vibes and little technology. This next 
tune is all about a woman waiting for the postman to deliver letters 
from her love.  
 
The Marvelettes, the cats who gave us a little bit of R&B, rock and 
roll, doo-wop and soul, originally recorded this song. Please Mr. 
Postman was their first single and Motown Records first major 
success. Wait minute cats, and tune in to this hit. 
 
00:00 – 00:40 [https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=425GpjTSlS4] 
 
That’s all for our second installment of XYZ. Go all the way with us 
next week as we take a journey with four famous men and some 
tunes that will get ya doing the monkey. Peace and blessings.  
 


